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Fats, Oils, Grease 

Manhole Manhole 

Wastewater from 

kitchen sinks, 

floor drains and 

dishwashers 

enters the grease 

interceptor. 

Wastewater flows 

through the 

interceptor and 

with sufficient 

time it allows 

fats, oils, greases 

and solids to 

separate. 

Wastewater exits 

interceptor with 

lower levels of 

fats, oils, greases 

and solids. 

How does a grease trap/interceptor work? 
A grease trap/interceptor’s purpose is to help reduce fats, oils, greases and solids 

from entering the sanitary sewer collection and treatment system.  

Grease Interceptor Steps 
 

1. Kitchen wastewater enters interceptor. 

2. Wastewater is slowed down due to a baffle. 

3. Grease floats to the top. 

4. Solids sink to the bottom. 

5. Wastewater makes its way under baffle. 

6. Any grease that still made its way under baffle 

floats to the top and solids to the bottom. 

7. Wastewater (gray water) exits. 
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